
 

 
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, August 10, 2017 
                                                 APPROVED 9/14/2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Holscher at 7:32 PM. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Supervisor Holscher led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM 
Supervisor Holscher, Trustees Rotkis & Schaer, and Clerk Snitko were present (Trustees DeRango & 
Mitchell did not attend the meeting).  Highway Commissioner Alstrom & Tax Collector Peterson 
attended the meeting & provided status updates. Assessor Monaghan – no updates. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
- Resident Gerhardt Werber shared his thoughts about “Project Immortality”. He talked about “Survival 
instinct being attractive vs. repulsive, futuristic vs. antiquated.  He described it as being social, 
cultural, esthetic, comforting, honorable, fulfilling, redemptive, respectful, appreciative, & even 
gainful”.  
- Resident Chuck Kern suggested giving ideas previously presented by Gerhardt some traction and 
put out a press release about “Scattering Garden” in a local newspaper or on the web and gather 
feedback from the public to see if there is any interest or demand for it; otherwise, put this idea to rest.  
As a starting point, Bill asked Gerhardt to provide a description of the Scattering Garden in 100 words 
or less and will put it on the Facebook page to get some comments from the user community. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

5.1 On a motion by Trustee Schaer and second by Trustee Rotkis, the minutes of the July 13, 
2017 Regular Meeting Open Session were approved. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

6.1 N/A 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.1 Discussion/Approval of 2018 General Primary Election & Internet Use:  
        Supervisor Holscher shared details of the request sent by the Will County for the Primary 

General Election next year.  They are asking us to dedicate 82 hours for election support at 
the Wheatland Township. Will County is reimbursing us at $13 per hour for those hours; 
Township has to cover the rest, including overtime. Some hours will be covered by the 
Township employees who are trained to handle early voters; will need volunteers (election 
judges are potential candidates for that) to help fill in additional hours. Following the 
discussion, Board approved support of the days/hours requested by the Will County. 

        - Discussed the request for internet use. To get some clarification concerning possible 
security issues, contacted Will County Election IT Support (Jason Donisch).  He assured that 
there is no security concern because once they connect their equipment to our network (it 
needs to be a wired connection), it creates a VPN tunnel to the Will County system and all of 
those activities will be happening behind their firewall.  VPN creates a secure connection and 
any data transmitted between those computers is encrypted.  No voter data will be sent over 
Wheatland network directly and therefore it is not a subject to "hacking" or other security 
concerns. 

 
7.2 Discussion/Approval of employee Dental Insurance Plan for 2017-2018: 
 Discussed changes of the Dental agreement with Humana.  There is a small change in price 

this year; the cost went up by $3.  Dental Insurance Plan was approved 3-0 on a roll call 
vote. 



 

7.3 Discussion/Approval of Dearborn National Life Insurance Policy for 2017-2018: 
 No change in price for Dearborn National Life Insurance Plan.  It was approved 3-0 on a roll 

call vote. 
 
8. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS 

8.1 Approval of 7/11/2017-8/08/2017 Town and Road District Fund Bills & Claims: 
Discussed bills and claims; Susan pointed out $1.08 difference in reimbursements.  Carolyn 
later explained it and confirmed that all submitted numbers are actually correct. The biggest 
expense this month is associated with the Bridge Upgrade project.  On a motion by Trustee 
Rotkis and second by Trustee Schaer, the Town, Park, Assessor, Road & Bridge, Special 
Hard Road and Cemetery Funds bills in the amount of $346,633.01 were approved 3-0 on a 
roll call vote. 

 
9. REPORTS 

9.1  SUPERVISOR (DEB HOLSCHER) 
Supervisor Holscher mentioned that Assessor Monaghan is recovering from a surgery.  
- Deb also provided Pace updates.  Wheatland Township has not yet paid them for 2017 
because Pace has not provided updates after switching from per user to per mile rates.  We 
have received and now up to date with the grant money for 2016; when bill arrives, will have 
money available to pay for our contribution. 
- Shared some information regarding CD maturity, gained interest and available cash on 
hands. 
- Senior Committee update: The 19th of July event was very successful and well attended; 
good food and everyone enjoyed it.  Next month, will cater in taco bar and plan to play some 
popular games. 
 

9.2  HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER (BILL ALSTROM) 
Bill informed that Jean is retiring at the end of August and her replacement will be starting 
next week (Jean will train her for the next couple of weeks). 
- Wheatland Township is a part of IL Public Works Mutual AID Network. Northern part of the 
state was recently hit by severe storms and sustained some damages.  An alert was sent 
within the network requesting some assistance with tree cleanup & removal.  A crew was 
sent to Algonquin for a day to help with that.  A week later there was another request to help 
with tree removal in Schaumburg.  Wheatland Township crew went out to help there as well. 
- Wheatland Highlands had some drainage issues; lowered down pond level to help resolve 
that problem.  Performed some work on sidewalks & curbs. 
- Bill also talked about his recent experience attending Hwy Commissioner Conference and 
shared some issues other townships are dealing with. 
  

9.3   TRUSTEES: 
              TRUSTEE (COLLEEN ROTKIS) 

Selected a vendor (Castle) to paint the gazebo and will schedule this work shortly (they 
matched a 3-year warranty offered by another vendor). 
- A lot of weeds have been pulled & sprayed throughout the park grounds; filled in some 
missing mulch. 

 
     TRUSTEE (RAQUEL MITCHELL) 

No updates. 
  
     TRUSTEE (JEFFREY DERANGO) 

Jeff provided Newsletter & Website updates in a letter.  He’s been working with Carolyn & 
web provider to remove outdated information and post new/relevant content on the 
Wheatland web page.  Will implement timers (retention period) for keeping certain 
information on the web page and update it accordingly. 



 

- He confirmed that we do have 2 hours/month of web page update services that is rolled 
over if not used. Requested vendor to provide monthly updates about how much time was 
used previous month and what is still available. 
- Our site is not built on mobile platform.  About 35% of people are using mobile devices to 
access the web page and the rest are still doing it via home computers.  Mobile platform 
support for the web page will cost a fair amount of money to setup & switch to the new 
version.  Different payment options are available for that if we chose to do it; will need to 
discuss it in more details. 
 

      TRUSTEE (SUSAN SCHAER) 
Susan provided status update on Waste Hauling.  The committee is working on submitting a 
bidding proposal to the waste haulers.  In October, will present those results to the Board 
and suggest a vendor based on collected information. The decision will be submitted to the 
Will County by 12/01/2017 to put it on the 2018 Referendum. At this point, we’re one month 
ahead of the schedule.  

 
9.4 TAX COLLECTOR/CEMETERY (BEN PETERSON) 

There were two funerals: one was for a fireman. That funeral had a lot of people in 
attendance including Fire Department; two fire engines were at the scene to pay tribute to 
the deceased.  
- Five bronze name plates have been installed on illegible limestone Monuments.  A two 
minute YouTube video was created and posted on the Cemetery web site. 
- Ben created a binder with pictures of all old plots to show boundary of plots and aisles. 
- Visited cemetery with the Supervisor to discuss cemetery history, layout, status of projects 
and future improvements. 
 

  9.5 TOWNSHIP CLERK (JACOB SNITKO) 
Mentioned previously discussed FOIA request received on 7/13 regarding a business 
property in the township for building, zoning, inspection, fire & health records.  Provided 
contact information at the Will County to the satisfaction of the requester. 
- No new FOIA requests were received last month. 
 

 
10.  ADJOURNMENT: 
On a motion by Trustee Schaer and second by Trustee Rotkis, the meeting was adjourned without 
discussion on a voice vote at 8:18 PM. 
 

Next meeting September 14, 2017 
 
 
Approved as presented: 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Prepared by Jacob Snitko, Township Clerk 


