
 

 
Township Board Meeting 
Thursday, July 13, 2017 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Holscher at 7:32 PM. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Supervisor Holscher led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM 
Supervisor Holscher, Trustees Mitchell, DeRango, Rotkis, Schaer, and Clerk Snitko were present.  At 
the meeting were present Highway Commissioner Alstrom & Tax Collector Peterson.  Assessor 
Monaghan was absent. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
- Resident Gerhardt Werber mentioned his previous comments regarding Preamble and revitalization 
of the garden.  He shared his ideas about “Celebration of Immortality” as means of Endless Life & 
Enduring Fame. He suggested replacing granite slabs/monuments with a vibrant & informative web 
page where people can post pictures, descriptions & achievements of the loved ones which are both 
“enduring & endearing”. 
- Bob Segal expressed his disappointment with the Township’s web page as it still shows some 
outdated information related to Energy Aggregate Program and April election.  Need to remove 
irrelevant/outdated information and keep it with up to date information. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

5.1 On a motion by Trustee DeRango and second by Trustee Schaer, the minutes of the June 8, 
2017 Regular Meeting Open Session were approved 4-0 on a roll call vote (Trustee Mitchel 
was not yet present for this vote). 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

6.1 The Board discussed Computer/Electronics Recycling event topic. In order to avoid possible 
cleanup/removal issues (based on previous experience, items were dropped off after hours 
as well as after the event was over), the decision was made not to host this activity at the 
Township grounds. Instead, post recycling information on the web page and let residents 
work out arrangements directly with the recycling company. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.1 Constant Contact: Subscription contract was renewed for another year (current contract 
expires on 7/22/17).  

7.2 Approval of Pace Contract: 
 Cost Estimate was reviewed and discussed.  The main change reflects conversion from 

“per/user” to “per/mile” option and will provide first class service to the residents.  Pace will 
refund some money next month to the Wheatland Township. On a motion by Trustee 
DeRango and second by Trustee Mitchell, 2017 Pace Contract was approved 5-0 on a roll 
call vote. 

 
 
 
8. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS 

During discussion, three minor items were pointed out by Susan and need to be corrected (bills - 
page 4): Quill Corporation, Comcast Business & Canon Financial Services, Inc.  Will need to 
contact Canon to change the due date since it does not line up with the monthly Board meetings 
to avoid future late payment charges of $25.  Deb also mentioned Andromeda Technology 
Solutions charges that appear to be high for the amount of changes required to maintain and 



 

update the web page.  Will discuss it in more details with the company to make sure they are 
using reported time efficiently and charging us correctly.  On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and 
second by Trustee Rotkis, the Town, Park, Assessor, Road & Bridge, Special Hard Road and 
Cemetery Funds bills in the amount of $170,822.29 were approved 5-0 on a roll call vote. 

 
9. REPORTS 

9.1  SUPERVISOR (DEB HOLSCHER) 
Supervisor Holscher shared some statistics related to the Township Web site usage; there 
were 11,436 sessions accessing web page during the past 12 months.  October, November 
& March had the highest access rate (Bill A. suggested finding out the number of unique 
users visiting the site to have a better view of the utilization).  
- Deb also informed that in the past 12 months, 323 new people signed up through the web 
portal to receive Township Newsletter (E-newsletter is distributed by Constant Contact) 
-Action items: will need to update web page with the new energy program and other relevant 
materials, and remove any outdated information. 
. 

9.2  HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER (BILL ALSTROM) 
Updated on the status of the 119th Street Bridge reconstruction project. It is scheduled to be 
reopen for traffic on 7/17-18.  Final pavement marking is being done. 
- Bill received a memo from IDOT with recommendations related to lawn mowing along 
slopes and ditches in order to save Monarch butterflies inhabiting those areas (may need to 
suspend some of the mowing activities for the time being). 
  

9.3   TRUSTEES: 
              TRUSTEE (COLLEEN ROTKIS) 

Finalizing selection of the vendor for gazebo painting; will review the two quotes and make a 
selection. Colleen also informed about park facility rental request by Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints for July 22. 

 
     TRUSTEE (RAQUEL MITCHELL) 

The next Senior Luncheon is scheduled for 7/19 at Noon (hot dogs and burgers will be 
provided). 

  
     TRUSTEE (JEFFREY DERANGO) 

Discussed topics and dates for publishing newsletter (this publication will include trash 
hauling and other useful information).  Jeff will follow up with the Web admin to communicate 
needed updates for the web page and get more details on how Township is being billed for 
these services.  Going forward, will specify time duration for keeping certain information on 
the web page to keep it up to date. 
 

      TRUSTEE (SUSAN SCHAER) 
Provided latest status update on Waste Hauling.  Last committee meeting took place on 7/5 
where Mark Thoman, Downers Grove Township Supervisor, did the presentation and shared 
their experience with this process.  This information is very valuable and saved Wheatland 
Township around 1.5 years of leg work (we’re in a good shape for the referendum process).  
At the next meeting, committee will put together a letter to the residents and plan to mail it 
out in September. 
 
 

 
9.4 TAX COLLECTOR/CEMETERY (BEN PETERSON) 

- In the process of listing graves by type: cremations only, casket burials, monuments & flat 
stones.  Trying to better utilize available space and make more affordable for people to 
purchase. Ben informed the board that at the last Cemetery Board meeting a special pricing 
of $600 was approved for specific cremation only graves with space limitation. 



 

- Got 5 bronze name plates ready for eligible gravestones; waiting for installation dates.  
Additional plates will be purchased later. 
- Grave reclaiming: finished marking & photographing all 126 plots, aisles and rows in the old 
section. 
- Discovered that 2 mailed checks ($1,850) were not received by Morgan Stanley.  Issuers 
were contacted and they provided replacement payments.  The process for monitoring 
deposits has been revised to prevent similar incidents in the future. 
- “A Billion Graves” representative made requested name correction on their web site for the 
deceased person. The decedent’s mother was very appreciative of this.  Thank you Ben for 
your persistence! 
- A new bulletin board has been constructed and installed at the cemetery. 
  

  9.5 TOWNSHIP CLERK (JACOB SNITKO) 
Recapped some of the activities that took place during the past month: 
- Prevailing wages published on 6/16 (Thank you Carolyn for submitting it) 
- Township & Highway Budget for 2017 – 2018 was approved on 6/21 
- Budget got filed with the Will County Clerk’s Office on 6/22 
- Received an inquiry about backyard wedding permit/requirements.  Jean responded with 
the information (Thank you Jean) 
- Received a FOIA request on 7/13 regarding a business property in the township for 
building, zoning, inspection, fire & health records.  Responded to the requester on 7/13-14 
informing her that township does not have such records for any property.  Provided contact 
information at the Will County to the satisfaction of the requester. 
 

 
10.  ADJOURNMENT: 
On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee Schaer, the meeting was adjourned without 
discussion on a voice vote at 8:30 PM. 
 

Next meeting August 10, 2017 
 
 
Approved as presented: 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Prepared by Jacob Snitko, Township Clerk 


