Township Board Meeting
Thursday, December 14, 2017

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Holscher at 7:30 PM.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Supervisor Holscher led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM

Supervisor Holscher, Trustees DeRango (absent), Mitchell (joined the meeting later on), Rotkis &
Schaer, and Clerk Snitko were present. Highway Commissioner Alstrom & Tax Collector Peterson
attended the meeting & provided status updates. Assessor Monaghan — no updates.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

- Resident Gerhardt Werber shared his thoughts about future of cemeteries. In his view, due to
economic & cultural changes taking place, cemeteries can possibly be abandoned due to lack of
funding or shortage of available land space for this purpose. More people are choosing cremations
these days and those remains are placed in niches, buried or scattered. Again, as the culture
changes, some cemeteries use their facilities for other purposes such as weddings. What will happen
to our cemetery? What does the future look like for it? Perhaps we can give it some thought and
consider other possible options to keep it up and running.

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
5.1 On a motion by Trustee Schaer and second by Trustee Rotkis, November 9, 2017 Regular
Meeting Open Session minutes were approved 3-0 on a roll call vote.
5.2 On a motion by Trustee Schaer and second by Trustee Rotkis, November 15, 2017 Special
Board Meeting minutes were approved 4-0 on a roll call vote.

6. OLD BUSINESS
6.1 None

7. NEW BUSINESS

7.1 Approval of Tax Levy Ordinance 17-05-O Town Fund Levy:
Supervisor Holscher pointed out that we did NOT exceed the percentage that Township
could ask for (just asked for the minimum needed) and will do an abatement to lower it even
more to continue the trend of efficient governance. On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and
second by Trustee Schaer, the Tax Levy Ordinance 17-05-O Town Fund Levy was approved
4-0 on a roll call vote.

7.2 Approval of Tax Levy Ordinance 17-06-O Road District Fund Levy:
There is a small increase (~3.3%) in the budget over last year due to the fact that Road
District is a “full blown construction entity” now compared to being maintenance Road District
in the previous years and that requires additional funding. Road District puts a lot of
resources into building drainage system and improving outdated ditches. Residents are
happy with those improvements. On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee
Rotkis, the Tax Levy Ordinance 17-06-O Road District Fund Levy was approved 4-0 on a roll
call vote.

7.3 Approval of Selden Fox, Ltd. contract for 2018-2020:
Every 7 years the bidding process has to take place to select an auditor. Selden Fox
submitted their new proposal for financial audit services and provided pricing information to
the Township for review. The Township is pleased with their services and decided to
continue this partnership. On a motion by Trustee Rotkis and second by Trustee Mitchell,
the Selden Fox, Ltd. contract for 2018-2020 was approved 4-0 on a roll call vote.



7.4

7.5

7.6

Approval of 2018 PACE partnership agreement:

On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee Schaer, the 2018 PACE partnership
agreement was approved 4-0 on a roll call vote.

Approval of Resolution 17-05-R Refuse Collection for Unincorporated Residents:
Wheatland Township received a good deal of helpful information from the Downers Grove
Township and learned a lot from their experience with this process. Will need to share some
info with the residents as we get closer to the 2018 Elections regarding proposed changes
and future benefits they can expect as a result of this change. On a motion by Trustee
Schaer and second by Trustee Mitchell, the Resolution 17-05-R Refuse Collection for
Unincorporated Residents was approved 4-0 on a roll call vote.

Discussion on upcoming Ordinance regarding “Adopting Sexual Harassment
Policies”:

Supervisor Holscher shared information regarding a “Sexual Harassment Policy for Public
Employees” signed by Gov. Rauner. The Board had a discussion about providing methods
of confidential reporting possible incidents by Township employees. Most of the
requirements have already been covered by our current policy. To fully comply with the new
requirements, we need to create/update a section related to possible consequences for
knowingly making a false report.

8. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS

8.1 Approval of 11/14/2017-12/14/2017 Town and Road District Fund Bills & Claims:
Discussed bills and claims. On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee Rotkis,
the Town, Park, Assessor, Road & Bridge, Special Hard Road and Cemetery Funds bills in
the amount of $309,825.89 were approved 4-0 on a roll call vote.

9. REPORTS

9.1 SUPERVISOR (DEB HOLSCHER)

- Supervisor Holscher pointed out that new/matching chairs were purchased for the
conference room.

- Updated on a recent Senior Committee’s trip to Jacob Henry Mansion in Juliet that was a
great success and all attendees liked it.

9.2 HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER (BILL ALSTROM)

- We had two events so far this year that required salt application. A fifth person is being
added this year and we now have 2 teams that will be used for this type of events.
- Catching up on small projects and getting ready for winter.
9.3 TRUSTEES:
TRUSTEE (COLLEEN ROTKIS)
The park closed for the season on 12/1 as scheduled.
TRUSTEE (RAQUEL MITCHELL)
No updates.
TRUSTEE (JEFFREY DERANGO)
No updates.
TRUSTEE (SUSAN SCHAER)
Next meeting with the Environmental is scheduled for 1/11/18.
9.4 TAX COLLECTOR/CEMETERY (BEN PETERSON)

- Installation of the remaining 10 Name-Plates are delayed until Spring

- Completed reconciling the Black Books (Cemetery graves, owners and burial information).
- Resolved cost of rock/materials with Boughton Quarry; John Boughton pledged donation of
up to 300 tons of grade-A gravel for the Spur Road. Road Department completed
construction on 12/8/17.



- Finalized 2017 Annual Letter; released 130 mail and email copies on 12/11/17.
- Legal reports delay in processing Reclamation Project request, but promises the Project will
be advertised before end of December.

9.5 TOWNSHIP CLERK (JACOB SNITKO)
- Received a CAMA Database file in the native format (SQL) from JRM Consulting Inc. as
inquired by Mr. Garlick in his FOIA request (JRM removed proprietary information from the
data provided). Due to a large file size, it was put on a USB drive and mailed to the
requestor on 12/12/17. The package was delivered to the destination address on 12/13/17.
That should satisfy this FOIA request. Township’s attorney also sent a follow up letter to the
Deputy Public Access Counselor that was acknowledged by Mr. Neil P. Olson on 12/14/17.
Waiting for any possible response/follow up from the FOIA requestor.

10. ADJOURNMENT:
On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee Schaer, the meeting was adjourned without
discussion on a voice vote at 8:22 PM.

Next meeting January 11, 2018

Approved as presented:

Prepared by Jacob Snitko, Township Clerk



