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                                                   APPROVED 2/09/2017 
Township Board Meeting 

Thursday, January 12, 2017 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by Supervisor Kern. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Supervisor Kern led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL AND ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM 
Supervisor Kern, Trustees Mitchell, Rotkis (arrived late), DeRango, and Holscher, and Clerk Peabody 
were present.  Also present were Highway Commissioner Alstrom and Tax Collector Peterson.  
Assessor Monaghan was absent. 
 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 Resident Gerhardt Werber reviewed his activities over the last three years to establish a 
Revitalizing Garden at the cemetery. 

 
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

5.1 On a motion by Trustee Holscher and second by Trustee Mitchell, the minutes of the 
December 8, 2016 Township Board Meeting were approved 3-0-1 on a roll call vote with 
Trustee DeRango abstaining (Trustee Rotkis had not yet arrived). 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 
 None at this time. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.1 Discussion on Waste Hauling Program:  Supervisor Kern reported that he and Highway 
Commissioner Alstrom had a meeting with a representative from Groot Industries (waste 
hauler for the Township building) to get a sense of what they could do and what kind of 
programs might be available.  Supervisor Kern indicated that he would be seeking volunteers 
to join a citizen’s committee to look into establishing a waste hauling program for the 
unincorporated residents in the township. 

 
7.2 Discussion on 2017-2018 Budget Timeline:  Supervisor Kern indicated that he has the 

Township’s Accountant working on some preliminary numbers, which should be available in 
about a week.  He will provide projections about where the Township will be at year end and 
a proposed budget for the coming year.  It was suggested that the Board meet before the 
regular meeting in February (6:00 PM) to review and discuss the information. 

 
 7.3 Discussion on Early Voting for the 2017 Consolidated Election:  Clerk Peabody 

distributed a table showing when the County will be open for Early Voting and a proposal for 
the Township’s hours during the same period. 

 
8. APPROVAL OF BILLS AND CLAIMS 

On a motion by Trustee DeRango and second by Trustee Mitchell, the Town, Assessor, Park, 
Road & Bridge, Special Hard Road, Culvert, and Cemetery Funds bills in the amount of 
$136,552.24 were discussed and approved 5-0 on a roll call vote. 
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January 12, 2017 (Cont.) 
9. REPORTS 

9.1  SUPERVISOR 
In response to a question last month, Supervisor Kern discussed the status of the 
Township’s current program with our electrical aggregator, Integrys Energy.  A copy of the 
current contract was put up on the Township’s web site.  We are currently nearing the end of 
a three-year contract with Integrys.  He also indicated that our representative from Integrys 
will be at the February meeting to discuss their current programs and answer questions.  

 
9.2  HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER 

 Reported that, because of the favorable weather, they have been working to upgrade the 
Township’s sign inventory and are in the process of taking pictures of all existing signage.  
They are also documenting all crosswalks and ADA ramps in the Township at the same 
time.  This is in response to a Federal mandate. 

 Reported he hired a new employee for the department. 

 Reported he is preparing to purchase a new big dump truck to replace the Township’s 
current 1999 vehicle. 

  
 9.3  TRUSTEES 
       TRUSTEE DERANGO 

Reported he is currently preparing to collect information to put out an electronic newsletter 
after the beginning of the year. 

       TRUSTEES HOLSCHER 
Reported that the Senior’s Holiday Luncheon was a great success, with all attendees 
taking home a poinsettia plant compliments of the Township.  She reported that they have 
recruited some new residents to join the Senior Committee.  She also indicated that there 
are some non-township residents attending the luncheons and that they have been asked 
to contribute $3.00 each to help reimburse the Township for food costs.  Luncheons will 
begin again in March or April, depending upon the weather. 

   
  9.5 TAX COLLECTOR/CEMETERY (BEN PETERSON) 

December was a busy month, with 3 funerals and the sale of 3 graves.  Reported that the 
Cemetery Committee met in December and work is continuing on a project to mark or remark 
unreadable grave markers.  Determined that there are over 100 graves in the old section 
(mostly in unused plot status) that have not had any burial activity in over 100 years.  He is 
exploring what would be required to reclaim those graves back to the cemetery inventory to 
make them available again.  Hopes to improve the driveway this coming year.  Also reported 
the Cemetery Board decided to move $10,000 from the Operating Fund to the Care Fund to 
build additional reserves to fund the continued operation of the Cemetery in the future. 
 

  9.4 TOWNSHIP CLERK (RICHARD PEABODY) 
     Reported that two FOIA’s were received and answered.   
 
10.  ADJOURNMENT: 
On a motion by Trustee Mitchell and second by Trustee DeRango, the meeting was adjourned without 
discussion on a voice vote at 8:10 PM. 
 

Next meeting February 9, 2017, @ 7:30 PM – Township Board Meeting 
 
 
Approved as presented: 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Prepared by Richard Peabody, Township Clerk 


