


Wheatland (Township) Cemetery 
                     104th Street 
 

Ben Peterson:  Cemetery Board President 
          ( & Township Tax “Collector” )  

                              

 Birth of the Cemetery 
 Acquisition of the Land 
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  Facts and Stories 
 



Wheatland Township Cemetery 
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July, 1836: Henry Brown, age 2 yrs, 9 months.  



  Durant House         1843 

Jan. 19, 1850….Burial: Charles Durant, 
                     age 1 yr, 8 months, 11 days. 
 
                   Two brothers would follow by 1854.   
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April 22, 1840: Durant’s 
deeded 1 Acre of their farm  
to Wheatland Cemetery 
Association, Trustees: 
- Robert  Clow, Jr. 
- Joseph Wait 
- Solomon Simmons 

Burial: Jane Birkett, age 2 yrs, 
1 month. July, 1837   
 
April, 1841:  Henry Birkett, 
  age 8 mo.   
 

July, 1836: Henry Brown, age 2 yrs, 9 months.  



Durant marker 

CHILDREN   E. T.  &  S. A. DURANT  



(1840) Early Settlers formed the  
Wheatland Cemetery Association 

• Robert C. Clow, Sr. (with 7 children) 
• Durant  family 
• Patterson family 
• Grommon family 
        And many who served as Trustees and supporters:  
• Birkett, Bell, Boardman, Boughton, Breitwieser, Brossman, Brown, 

Crego,  Day, Fierstein, Fry, Havens, King, Mather, Rathburn, Sheldon, 
Thompson, Waite, Wightman, Schroeder, Hartman, Balstrode, Boris, 
……  

 
 

TRUSTEES:  Robert Clow, Jr., Joseph Wait, Solomon Simmons 



  Durant House         1843 
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April 22, 1840: Durant’s 
deeded 1 Acre of their farm  
to Wheatland Cemetery 
Association, Trustees: 
- Robert  Clow, Jr. 
- Joseph Wait 
- Solomon Simmons 

(1904: sold to Eliza Clow by R. & R. Sheldon) 
 
May 1915:   
Eliza V. Clow, sold  to W. C. Trustees,  for $336   
  

June 1903: Robert & Ruth Sheldon 
sold .7 acres to W. Cemetery Assoc.  
  

Sept 1941:  Robert C. & Maud Clow, sold  to  
Wheatland Cemetery Trustees,  for $485.   
  

Cemetery Expansion under Wheatland Cemetery Association. 
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April 4, 2001  Township Voters agreed to assume the management and Care 
     of the Cemetery from the Wheatland Cemetery Association (1840-2000).  

Per State Statute, the 
Township Tax Collector 
is responsible for the 

management & 
operation of a 

Township Cemetery. 



2010: Will County Historical Landmark 



2010: Will County Historical Landmark 





History 



Durant/Clow house now at McDonald Farm. 
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Today: ~ 750 residents  
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Assorted Facts:         
- 6.1 Acres nestled in between  
    Club House & residents in  
    Townhomes and Homes. 
 
- 32 Veterans (War of 1812,  
     Civil War, World Wars, etc.) 
 
 
 



Assorted Facts: 
- Many names adorn numerous buildings, roads & an airport.  
- Many descendants frequent the graves of their ancestors.  
 
 
 





Assorted Facts: 
- Six school buildings in District 204 reflect either 
   the Family name or specific name of grave 
   sites located in Wheatland Township Cemetery. 
 
 
-  ~ 750 Interred.  
            Room for many more. 
 
 
 





Cemetery Care, Trusts 

 Cemeteries establish ‘Care Funds’ to   
better insure future maintenance costs of 
the Cemetery can be meet. 
 
 Individuals can establish ‘Trusts’ to be 
used specifically for the care / maintenance 
of their Grave site or monument.  



                                             Cemetery TRUSTEE: 
  
- An appointed position. 
- Has flexibility for on-call availability. 
- Works with another Trustee to insure accurate recording. 
- Will measure and mark for grave opening or stone placement. 
- Meets with individuals regarding the cemetery history, 
     policies, purchase of graves. 
- Attends funeral as observer, directs parking of cars.  
- Votes at Cemetery Board meetings; maintains Records.  
- Assists with minor up-keeping (drive thru visits to pick up trash or  
     report work needed) 
 
- Clerk: in addition to above, will record meeting notes, draft Minutes, 
maintains cemetery records, insures flow of information and 
communication among Trustees and Township Board. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Wheatland Township Cemetery
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Durant marker
	(1840) Early Settlers formed the �Wheatland Cemetery Association
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	2010: Will County Historical Landmark
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	History
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Cemetery Care, Trusts
	Slide Number 24

