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WHEATLAND TOWNSHIP
WILL COTINTY, ILLTNOTS

GROWTH OF GRASS AND WEEDS

PROH I BITIONS AN D REGU LATIONS

Prohibitions and regulations pertaining to the growth of
grass and weeds established by the Board of Trustees of

Wheatland Township, Will County, lllinois.

Effective Date: June 12. 201.4.

ORDINANCE NO. 14-OB-O



ORDINANCE No. -14-OB-O

,qN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING AND REGULATING

THE GROWTH OF GRASS AND WEEDS FOR

WHEATLAND TOWNSHIP, WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

WHERBAS, in firrtl-relancc o1-thc protcction of tlie hcalth, salcty', and nrorals and r,r,cllirlc ol'
Wheatland'l'ownship and its residents, thc lloarcl o1''l'rustces o1'Whcatlancl -['ou,nship. Will
Courrty, lllitrois, has cletermincd that it is in thc interest of Whcatlancl l'o'"vnship to rcgLrlutc uncl
prclhibit the growth of wccds and grass of a natulc or to au cxlent that wor-rlcl cclnstiLr-rtu s

t'tuisatlce. arlcl lirrther that any such nuisancc clocs nol cletract llont thc qualitt, ol'lile iu u;cus
whcrc such conditions arc allou,cd to crxist und spreucl.

NOW TFIIITIEIIOITE, I]il IT OI{DAIF,II'D I]Y'I HII T}OAITD OII TiTUS'f iiiis OF
WIIIIATLAND ]'OWNS}IIP, WILI, COUNTY, ILLINOIS, TFIAT':

1, DrrturoNS

For thc pllrposcs of this Orclitiiurcc, tirc lbllowing lvolds, tcrms, phrascs urtl thcir clcrivutivcs
shall havc tltc rtrcattit-tgs sct lbrth in this Scction. Whcn not inconsistcnl lvith tlic contcxt. litc
1li'csctit tcitsc sltall irtcludc tl"ic 1'uture tctisc; the plural shall incluclc thc singular trLrntbcl rncl Litc
sitrgular nunrbct'shall inclurc-lc thc plr-rriLl numbcr. Aclditionally, this Ordinancc shall bc crllccl lnrl
tttlly bcr citccl as the ''Ordinatrcc l{egr,rlating Ciroil,th ol'(irass ancl Wccds" and is lclcrrccl to hclcin
lus thc Orclinaucc.

"(il'ass." Atty and lrll lorrns of blacied vcgctation that arc normally or traditionally plantcd ol clcsired
irr rcsidcntial lawns.

"l l.CS." lllinois Cornpiled Statutcs.

''l)cl'st)lt.".r\tty tralut'al persott and every lirn-t, partncrship, limitecl liabilitv crourpln), rLssoe irrIit,r.r.
corporation or entitl, o1'any kind, or any cnrployec, agcnt, clr olllccr thcrcol'.

"'l'orvnsltil-1." Whcatlatrd Township, an Illinois Township organized and existins unclcr alcl b',,
virtue o1'thc liirvs o1'the Statc ol lllinois.

"'l'olvnship lltxtrcl"'l'he lloard ol.Trustees of Whcatiand'['owr-rship, Will Coulity, Illinois.

'"Wccd." Any artd all lbrrris ol'vcgetation that nrc r-rot normally or traditionally plantcd or dssilccl in
rcs i dential lar,r,r-rs.



2 CorusrnucloN, Scopr nruo SrvERABILtry

2.1. CONSTRUCTION

In the interprctatiot-t ol'this Ordinance, its provisions shall be construcd as listccl belorv

(a)

(b)

(c)

Wltcro context pcmrits, 
"vorcls 

in thc masculine gcndcr shull inclLrclc thc leminine
and trcuter gcuclers. Words in the singr.rlar number shall inclr-rcle tlte plural nunrbcr

-l'lic word "shall" is alw,ays nrandatory'.

'l-his Ordinattce is in addition to and srlpplemcntal to all a;rplicablc loc:al. stutc anil
1'cdcral laws and ordinauces including. and withor-rt liurit:rtion tu. "-l-hc lllinois
'l-crwn:;hi1-r Coclc." 65 tl,CS lll-1 cl,icr7. 

-l'he 
nrcanins of anv tcrnr. phrasc or r,,orrl

tttlt othcrwisc dcllncd in this Ordinancc shall bc construccl ancl irrtcrprcLcrl to rncun
thc slttttc as saicl ternt, phrasc or norcl as othcrwisc clclrnccl, constrLrcrl ur
ittlcrpleLecl itt suclt applicablc local. state, and/or lcclcrul law or orclinancc.

(cl) 'l'frc dcscriptivc hcaclings o1-thc various scctions or parts o1'this ()rclirrance urc lirr
ctlnvcniencc only and shall not afl'ect the nrcuning, constlLrctiorr. ol inter'lrrctation
ol'any of tl-rc provisior-rs of this Ordinancc.

2,2 SCOPE
-l'his 

Ordir-raucc shall apply to and be enlbrccablc within and upon all recolcl 1.ce titlc o\\,ncrs.
bcrtelrciarics o1'ut.ty trr-rst holcling titlc to any rcal cstate. indiviclLral(s), partnership(s). lirnt(s) or
cor;loratiot-r(s) owning, Icasing, occr-rpying, contrcilling, or possessing in an\ ululrcr any lclLl
propertv or wlto is othcrwisc responsiblc 1fr thc maintcnancc o1'any rcal lrlopcrtl,tlitliin thc
'['ow'nship.

2.3 SEVERABILITY

I['any 1-rt'ovisitin of this Ordinance or application thcrcol'to ar-iy pcrson or cilcr-rnrstancc is hcl.l to
bc irtvulicl by a court o1'compctent-juriscliction, the rcmaindcl ol'this Ordinancc and thc
altplication o1'sLtch pl'ovision to othcrpersous or cilcr-rnrstances shall not bc a1'lcctecl thcrcbr,. l'Ie'l'o*'nship rcscl'vcs thc powertci amcnd or rcpcal this Ordinanee rt any tinre, lntl all rights,
privilcgcs ttncl it-t-rt-t-ttuiitics conl-crred by tliis Ordinanoc, or by acts clone pursuant hcrcto. shirll
exist subjcct to such power.

2.4 REPEALER AND EFFECTIVE DATE
()rclittattce No. 00-09-0 is hereby cxplessly rcpealed and any othcr ordin.urcc or rcsolutiorr oi'thc
-l-civt,nsltip rvhich is irL conllict with or inconsistent with any other provisioit hcrcol'to thc cxt()nl
ol'sucir conllict ol inconsistcncy, is hcreby expressly rcpealed.

-l-his 
Ordinarrcc sl.rall be in ellcct June i2.2014.



3 Grrurnnr llulrs

3.1 PROHIBITION OF EXCESSIVE GRASS AND WEED GROWTH
'l-hc -l'owuship hcrcby prohibits all rccord 1cc title owners, bencflciarics ol'an.v trLrst holcling..itlc
to any real estate. individual(s'), partncrship(s), flnn(s) or corporation(s) owning. leasing.
occupyitlg, contloiling, or possessing in anv l-nauncr any rcal propcrty or who is othcni,isc
rcsponsiblc fbt'thc t't-tl,titttenance of anl'real property within the 'l'or.,rnship fiont ullor,r,ips 9r
pe rrlitting:

(a)

(b)

thc growth to alicight itr exccss o1'cight (8) inchcs o1'any wcccls, grass. plants or
othcr vcgctation on any l'cal ltropcrty; or

thc growth o['any plant specics rcgarcled
larvs ol'the Statc of lllinois as a nuisluroc

or capablc o1'classillcation r,rnclcr thc
spccies.

3,2 EXCEPTIONS
'l'hc prohibitions rsct fbrth in Scction 3.1 shall r.iot altply to:

riny inlcntionally cultivatccl agricr-rltural vcge-tatioLt; or

r-Ltly vegctittiou intentionally cultivated or maintainecl in an cl'lbrt to rcltroclucc
ecosystons or cnvironrrcntal conditions naturally existing.

3.3 ABATEMENT PROCEDURES

(") In adclition to thc penalty provisior-r plovided hcrein, in thc evcnt o1'thc rcllsal or
tlcglect by thc owlter or owners and/or occupiers of thc propclty to cLrt, clcstro'1
Itncl/or rclltove nuisance r,veeds, grass or otherwisc comltly with thc tenns of'tl-Lis
orciit-iitticc, thc l'ownship at its sole option and election, may eriter upon saicl
pretniscs and correct thc violation(s) ot-this Ordinance at the expcnse o1'thc
ov/llcr or owtlers clf the premiscs. AIl costs, charges, and expenscs rcsulting l)'rtnt
sr-tch atction shall be the debt and obiigatior-r of such owncr or owue rs anci/or
occupicrs of'said premiscs, and sl-rall bc payable to thc 1'ownship. All cosrs,
charges, and expenses incurred or inrposed by tlie T'ownship as arcsult g1-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

tlces, bushes, slrrubs, flclwcrs; or

ally vcgctLttiotr cLrltivatcd or uraintaincd in an cllort to prcsorvt: , prourttle uncl
protect plant species uative to Illinois; or



(b)

remcdying a violation of this Ordinance in the rernoval or cutting dorvp ol'such
woeds or grasses on such offer-rdir-rg real property (inclucling reasonablc 11tor1r:r,'s
1'ccs and costs) shall constitute a lien upon the real estatc alltcrccl, ancl a licn stiall
bc enlbrced as providcd by statute.

Any lien permitted by this Ordinancc rnay be enlbrced by obtaining a jLrclgr.r.rcrrt
agrrinst the owner or o\\rl-rers and/or occupicrs of said propcrty ltrr.such chargcs
an(l oosts o1'suit, or b5r liling a clainr Ibr lien therelbre in thc Rccordcr's Ol'lrcc ol
Will CoLrntv, State o1'lllinois, giving the description o1'thc propcrty. itcmizirrg. thc
clurges arld giving the datc thercof, ancl saicl clain.i lbr lien to bc supportccl brl
al'liclavit. Said claint lbr licn and any rclcasc thcrcol'shall conrply rvith the
plovisior.r ol'(r0 Il-CS 1 05-1,5(b) or any other neans proviclcil by 1aw, lbr
1brcclosurc o1'othcr statutory licns.

(c) r\I I rcrncclies providcci
i ntplcntcntution o1' or-rc

luvi.ri lablc legal rcrtrccly

licrein arc dcentcd cuntulativc so that thu r.rse or.

rctncdl, does not bal or prccluclc tlte Lrsc ol'luty othcr.
lbr such violaturs.

3.4 NOTICE OF VIOLATION
'l'llc -l'o'uvllship 

ltrllbrccnrcrtt C)11lccr or such othcr autholized'l-ownship ol'licial ol-r.cl)l.riselt,lire
shall scrvc or cirLlric to bc scrvc:d noticc in thc cvcnl o1-violation o1'this Or.clinance: to reutcclY tht:
conditiorl itccorclirrg trl tltc tcruts o['this Ordinancc Lrpon auy pcrson owuing, lcasing.,ecLrpliur:,.
or c0tltrollillg arlv rcal cstittc in thc'l'orvnship. Said uotice shall contain languagc r.ocluirirt*.suc|
pcrsoll to re:Illot'c or crlt dowtl thc grass or wccds constitlrting such nuisapcc lvitliip scvcl (7)
da\'5 1i'r:,'.t' thc datc ol'1hc troticc. Said notice rnay be given by thc'l'or,vnship by rpry o.c (l) o1't5c
thrcc (3) lbllor.r'ing dcscribcd ntcthods:

(a) Jly a ll'rittcn troticc sent by LJnitcd Statcs ccrtillcd nrail, poslage prcpaici, to tht:
lltst litlowtt pcrson owrting, lcasing, occupying or cclutlolling the reul cstatc. iLpcl
Its to thc ow'ncr, thc notice uray be addrcssed to thc aclclrcss shor,vn ou thc prest
lcccr.rt tax bill 1br the rcal cstate: or

(b) llv a vvr"ttcn notioe pcrsonally delivcrec'l by the
s r-rch o lhcr ar-rtl-rorizcd To lvns hip rcprcscntati vc
occr-r1tyiug, or controllir-rg thc real cstate; or

'l'ownship I:nlbrcemcnt Ofllcer or
1o thc pcrson owr-ring. lcasing,

(c) l3i'posting or taggirtg a ivritten noticc on thc property,ol'thc pcfson gr,r,nirrg.
lcitsit'tg, ttccupyitig, or controlling thc rcal cstate urpon rvhich thc l,iolarion exists.
Sard rloticc shall state thc clatc o1'the posting or tagging ancl shall rccluirc the
t'ct'noval or cutting down o1'glass or wceds constituting such r-tuistrnce t9 bc
con-rplcted no latcr than seven (7) days alier the noticc has bcen postccl or tage,:cl
0n saicl Dropert\,.



3.5 PENALTY

In addition to all other remedies available to the Township at iaw or ecluity, any
pel'rion or entity who violates or fails to comply with this Ordinance shall bc flLccl
not Iess than $50, nor more than $750 for each off-ense. A separatc offcnse shall
be deemed comrnitted each day during or on which a violalion or noncomplial:c
occurs or contirtues.

ln aLddition to thc penalties provided above, if any pcrson nctilled fails or rcluscs
to c;omply with said notice, the Township may cause weeds; or grass to bc
rcmoved or cut down in any manner it designates as ncccssary and reasolable to
remcdy the nuisance, and shall charge the reasonable costs of such rernoval to thc
pelison owning, Ieasing, occupying or controliing the rcal estate . l-lic reasspabir:
cost 1br such cutting or relnoval shall be calculatccl on the basis of 'fcn Dollars
($10.00) per thclusand (1,000) square f'eet of real estate or lractior.r thercof, or
actual costs o1'services, whichcver is grcatcr, fbr thc first o-lltnsc, and 1'lvcpty
Dollars ($20'00) pcrthousand (1,000) square ltet olreal eslatc or actual cosls oi'
s0L'/iccs, whichever is greatcr, 1br all subsequcnt oll'enses. 'I'hc cos1.s, chargcs, apil
oxpenscs incurred or imposed by the'fownship in thc removal or cutting
lbllowing the refusal or lailure of thc responsible party to l:mcdy thc citcd
ttLtisitnce, and including reasonable attorney's fees ancl costs, shail constitutc a
lien upon the rcal estate aI'fccted, and a lien shall bc cnfbrccd as providcd hclein.

ADOI,'[ED Ah{D API' ED this 12th day of June,2014.

VOTITS: Ayes: Abstair-i: 0

(a)

(b)

t{ov
(

) Nays:

A^l/lr // l/)
u--q

Chuck I(ern, Siupervisor
Wheatland 'fownship

Will Courrty. Illinrris

BilT-l\lstrom, Clerk
Wheatland Township
Wiil County, Illinois



State of Illinois )
) SS.

County of Will )

i, IIILL ALSTROM, Clerk in and for Wheatland Township, an Illinois tor,vnship, WiJl
County, Illinois, arad keeper of the records and files of said township, hereby ccrtify the
fbregoing is a tlue and corlect copy of Ordinance No. 14-08-0 passed by the Board of Trustccr;
Of Wheatlanll Js\ /nslrin rt ifc moetino lreld on June 12, 2014.

GIVEN uncler my hand and scai of Wheatland Tow 2014

Bill Alstrom, Clerk
Wheatlard Township
Will County, Illinois

(sEAL)

l2tir duy ol


